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Пролетариат Петербурга и России помнит газету 
„Правда". 

Высоко держала пролетарское знамя наша рабочая 
газета два года. Несла его сквозь все трения самодер-
жавного режима вплоть до дней войны. 

Сильная дружной массовой поддержкой рабочих, ра-
бочая газета „Правда" боролась за неурезанные лозунги 
рабочего класса, чтобы приблизить момент революции. 
И когда наступили июльские дни 1914 г., когда на ули-
цах Петербурга пролетариат воздвиг баррикады и загре-
мели выстрелы, было ясно, что приближается револю-
ционная гроза. 

Правительство защищалось. Оно расстреливало на 
улицах и в домах женщин и детей. Оно сделало набег 
на редакцию рабочей газеты, произвело аресты и раз-
гром. Газета была задушена за неделю до объявления 
войны, 8 июля закрыта „Правда" —14 июля объявлена 
война. 

Во все время войны мрачный террор давил все живое 
в стране. Но не замирала рабочая мысль. Идея создания 
рабочей прессы пробивалась в резолюциях, в отдельных 
попытках. Нужны были только условия, чтобы ее вос-
становить. Революция создала эти условия. 
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23 февраля началась великая российская революция. 
После трех дней демонстраций, столкновений с полицией 
наступило некоторое затишье. Старая власть собирала 
все свои силы, дабы раздавить рабочих. 

26 февраля пролетариат вместе с революционными 
войсками сломили сопротивление оставшихся верными 
правительству войск. 

Еще 2 — 3 дня, и казавшийся некоторым непобеди-
мым старый режим пал. Взяты Петропавловская крепость, 
адмиралтейство, штаб, арестовано старое правительство, 
под напором революционного движения царь отрекся от 
престола, и революция докатилась до учредительного 
собрания и республики. 

Две задачи стоят перед российским революционным 
пролетариатом. Первая задача — закрепить занятые пози-
ц

22 Apr 1912
First issue of Pravda Severnaia pravda Proletarskaia pravda Put’ pravdi Pravda Listok



“Pravdi” Rabochii i soldat Proletarii Rabochii Rabochii put’
7 Nov 1917
Revolution!

About the Newspaper
Pravda (or “Truth”) was the official voice of Soviet communism and the Central Committee

of the Communist Party between 1918 and 1991. Founded in 1912 in St. Petersburg,

Russia, Pravda originated as an underground, daily workers’ newspaper, and soon

became the main newspaper of the revolutionary wing of the Russian socialist movement.

From 1912 to 1914, Pravda was subjected to constant persecution, fines, penalties,

and prohibitions by the government. To avoid censorship and forced closures, the name

of the newspaper changed eight times. In 1914 when the Russian Empire entered World

War I, the Russian government moved to close down all subversive newspapers and

military censorship was reimposed.

After February 1917, when Tsar Nicholas II was deposed and replaced by the Provisional

Government, Pravda became the official organ of the Bolshevik Central Committee and

was allowed to reopen. When Lenin strongly condemned the Provisional Government

and editorials in Pravda soon called the government “counter-revolutionary”, Pravda was

once again subject to censorship and was forced to change names, as in tsarist times.

When the Bolsheviks seized power during the October Revolution in 1917, Pravda

became the official publication, or “organ”, of the Soviet Communist Party.

Throughout the Soviet era, party members were obligated to read Pravda. The paper’s

primary role was to deliver the official line of the Central Committee of the CPSU.

Pravda remained the official voice of Soviet communism up until 1991, when Boris Yeltsin

signed a decree closing Pravda down. After the collapse of the USSR, nationalist and

communist journalists intermittently published a print newspaper and an online

newspaper under the name Pravda. Today, Pravda represents the oppositional stance of

the Communist Party in the Russian Federation.



Stalin, one of Pravda’s

earlier editors, said,

“The press is the only

instrument whereby

the party can speak

daily and hourly with the

workers in its own language.”



Why Pravda is Important to Researchers Today
Pravda has been a newspaper of record since the dawn of the Soviet era, and remains a

prominent news source in today’s Russia. With access to over 90 years of valuable primary-

source material, researchers now have the means to search through the chief chronicle of

Russian and Soviet history, from the beginnings of the Russian Revolution through World

War II, the Cold War, the fall of the Soviet Union, and everything in between. Just as news

articles can subtlely reveal changes in society, Pravda delivers insight to cultural and historical

changes during its publication through the entire Soviet era and beyond.

As the Soviet state newspaper and central source of information and education, Pravda

offered well-written articles and analyses on science, economics, cultural topics and literature,

as well as communist theory. Conceived for the mass proletariat, Pravda was accessible to

everyone and was the premiere example of a new style of mass media and official literary

Russian.

Lenin, as leader of the Bolshevik Party, wanted a newspaper to air differences and debates,

reporting not only on local struggles, but also presenting commentary on the central political

and theoretical questions facing communism. As an important contributor to the newspaper,

Lenin wrote articles and provided direction to the editors. Pravda significantly shaped public

opinion through its mass reach, using militant slogans, tales of heroic feats of production,

and denunciation of class enemies.

Average Soviet workers were also able to voice their opinions in the pages of Pravda. They

wrote to the newspaper with reports on daily life or complaints about shoddy consumer goods,

public wrongs, or difficulties with bureaucracy. Many of the articles publicized labor activism

and exposed the working conditions in Russian factories.

The unprecedented level of access made possible by the Pravda Digital Archive offers views

essential to understanding the span of Soviet history, from purges to thaws, and from all

segments of society. From one easy search, this primary source offers a rich repository for

researchers of language, history, international relations, economics, social sciences, and so

much more.



Now the Soviet newspaper of record is available online in

a complete archive, in full-text and full-image
East View has created an online, digital and searchable archive of Pravda, from its inception

in 1912 through the end of 2009.

The deep backfile of Pravda has previously been difficult to access, very rarely in a complete

collection and only in microfilm or rare and fragile print. Pravda Digital Archive encompasses

this entire, vast archive. East View has indexed the data and loaded full-image, text-searchable

files onto its Universal Database platform, allowing researchers to navigate and find the

articles they need quickly and easily, and export images and text for use in other applications.

Users may also:

• Browse and view articles, up to 90 years after publication, in the original layout and

design

The Pravda Digital Archive is full-image with text, so the convenience of browsing full pages is
similar to working with print originals, allowing users to browse, search and focus on graphic
images and text.



• Copy text directly from images

• Retrieve an article or images

online, anywhere on campus,

from East View's Universal

Database platform

• Cross-search the Pravda Digital Archive with other

UDB resources

• Save, print or email content

• Use powerful zoom tools to enhance reading

• Perform searches in Cyrillic or transliteration

• Reference permanent URLs for correct citations

• See photos, cartoons, and advertisements from Soviet

times, now accessible as never before

With permanent URLs, a convenient Cyrillic virtual keyboard, the ability to search in

transliteration, and cross-search capability using the same robust platform as East View’s

Universal Databases, the Pravda Digital Archive benefits primary research while at the same

time alleviating library storage and shelf space needs, eliminating damage to hardcopy.

Conduct
advanced or
simple
searches of
thousands of
articles, with
quick results

Find search results highlighted
in full text or retrieve the full-
image article.

While saving significant
research time and effort,
users can search and view
article-level images and full
page images, page through
issues, and cross-search
with other publications on
East View’s Universal
Database platform.

Copy text from PDF

And paste underlying full text into
word processing program



Ordering Information
Acquire the entire 1912-2009 collection of the Pravda Digital Archive for a one-time cost plus

an annual maintenance fee, which is waived with a current subscription to Pravda online or

a current subscription to East View’s UDB of Russian Central Newspapers.

Any portion of the collection may also be acquired in sections.

Please contact your East View account representative or email info@eastview.com for a quote.

For more details
Download our online brochure at

www.eastview.com/files/EastViewPravdaDigitalArchive.pdf.
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